Fairfield University

DigitalCommons@Fairfield
(1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror

Student Newspapers

2-26-1998

Mirror - Vol. 23, No. 15 - February 26, 1998

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror

Recommended Citation
"Mirror - Vol. 23, No. 15 - February 26, 1998" (1998). (1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror. 476.
https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror/476
This item has been accepted for inclusion in DigitalCommons@Fairfield by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Fairfield. It is brought to you by DigitalCommons@Fairfield with permission from the rightsholder(s) and is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is
permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain
permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license
in the record and/or on the work itself. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@fairfield.edu.
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UNIVERSITY

MIRROR
Volume 23 Number 15

Student turns to the NAACP
Sarah Redman
Staff' Writer
A Fairfield student recently made a complaint with
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
NAACP, after feeling that he
was not treated fairly by security
in the questioning of an assault
on a white student.
"We don't take things
lightly," said Murray Farber, Director of Public Relations. According to an article in the Connecticut Post, police and university officials claim race was not
an issue in the assault or investigation.
The Connecticut Post
also reported that a white student
claims he was attacked Jan. 25
on campus by one of two black
men who approached him.
A black freshman, identified by the victim as the assailant, was upset that security accused him of the alleged attack,
and that security videotaped an
interview with him, as was stated

in a Feb. 14 Connecticut Post article.
Larri Mazon, director of
multicultural relations, informed the
student of the proper procedure the
University follows when there is
such a complaint, said Farber. The
student never filed a formal complaint with Fairfield University and
went directly to the NAACP.
University officials met
with the NAACP on Feb. 17 to
discuss the claims of prejudice. "It
was good meeting," said Farber.
"We pointed out that we had never
received any written complaintfrom
the student about our security department, which was the whole issue here, " said Farber in the Post
article.
According to the Post, the
university presented a packet of
information about efforts to recruit
minority students and foster positive racial relations to the NAACP.
Also, according to Todd Pelazza,
Director of Security, all officers
undergo diversity training.
The Connecticut Post also
reported that the NAACP chapter

president, Carolyn Nah, said
she had received other complaints of alleged racism at
Fairfield, but that none of the
persons would come forward
to pursue their claims. She
claimed that many minority
students fear retribution in the
form of revoked scholarships.
Murray Farber said
that he did not understand this
claim, and that the administration at Fairfield is very understanding and sensitive to students.
Chris
Cipriano,
FUS A president, has plans for
a unity march early next
month. Cipriano is hoping to
"create a visual reminder to
the campus."
He said that the
march was originally scheduled for April, but was pushed
up because he felt it would
make an impact in light of the
recent racial slurs found in the
residence halls. "We needed
to do something constructive,"
said Cipriano.

LL Cool J concert announced

Update on
bias incidents
on campus
After The Mirror went
to press last issue, the administration revealed that several additional incidents of bias had taken
place at the university.
The incidents:
Jan. 8 - A letter with racist.
anti-Semitic, and homophobic
messages was mai led to the FUS A
president.
Jan. 28- Racist and homophobic slurs were written in the elevator in Campion Hall.
Feb. 3- Racial slurs were discovered on the name tags of students' doors in Kostka Hall.
Feb. 5- During a verbal altercation, a student uttered a racial
slur to another student.
Feb. 6- A student received an
anti-Semitic message over e-mail.
Feb. 12- A student recei ved a
sexually and racially biased letter
through campus mail..
Feb. 14- A student reported
finding "KKK" and a swastika on
a bulletin board in the commuter
lounge.

DejaVu?
Security involved
in car chase,
student's Car
stolen by suspects

Elizabeth De Jesus
Staff Writer
FUSA announced last
Thursday that LL Cool J, a rap
star, will b'e the featured performer at this year's spring concert.
LLCool J will be performing at Alumni Hall on
April 23, the Thursday before
Dogwoods, said FUSA presidentChrisCipriano. An opening act has not been confirmed.
"I'm glad we're going to be able to offer a concert to the student body,"
said Cipriano.
After initially
opening ticket sales to
Fairfield University students, tickets will be offered to the public. "Tickets will cost somewhere between $5-$ 10 for students and
between $10-$ 15 for the general public," said Tracy Hollywood, vice president of student
activities.
"The original bid for
the spring concert was $50,000,
but after considering additional
costs for lighting, sound and
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The Image of Fairfield

Maura Parsons
News Editor

cert," Hollywood said, "forthe
spring have actually been in
the works since last summer."
Mary-Alice Greco and David
Gnatek are heads of the student entertainment committee
and will set up subcommittees

For the second time
within a month, university
security and the Fairfield Police Department teamed up in
a chase to apprehend fleeing
thieves.
This time theculprits
got away with a university
student's car.
On the afternoon of
Feb. 19, an administrator
alerted security that three "suspicious" men were tampering
with a red Honda Prelude in
the parking lot behind Alumni
Hall, said Frank Ficko, associate director of security.
Security responded
to the scene moments later to
discover that two of the males
were attempting to flee in the
stolen red Honda. The other
male fled in the suspects' black
Honda Prelude.
A chase ensued on

continued on pg 4

continued on pg. 4

photo: Def Jams records
publicity, the total cost for the show
should come out to around
$60,000," said Hollywood.
"It is extremely expensive," Cipriano said, "but we had a
slight carry over from last year's
budget."
"Plans for getting a con-

Inside this
week
Piagentini
announces
VPs
Find out who he
selected on pg. 3

Honoring
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Ou r celebration of Black
History month continues,
see p.5

Worrisome
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paid fairly ? see p.6

Where is the
Stag support?
Student sounds off
about lack of fans for
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Crucifix
crusade
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Are you a
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Want to become one?
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1985 Flashback
Relive the time of
mohawks, sequined gloves,
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"The Wedding Singer,
see p. 13

Men's &
Women's hoops
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MAAC
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John Griffith
Assistant A&E Editor
Feb. 7
-After taking a cab back to campus, a male student refused to pay the driver and
ran from the scene. The student was quickly identified by security and was forced to pay
the cab driver.
-3:13 a.m. - A male student was found, unconscious, in Gonzaga with a head
injury. He was transported to St. Vincent's Hospital.
Feb. 9
-5:29 p.m. - A Saab 9000 was stolen sometime during the day. A window was
broken to gain entry. Fairfield Police was notified. There are no suspects.
-10:45 p.m. - A female student reported receiving a sexually and racially bias
letter through campus mail. The case is under investigation.
Feb. 14
-1:11 p.m. - A female reported finding the letters "KKK" and a swastika on the
side of the bulletin board in the commuter lounge.
Feb. 19
-1:22 p.m. - A red Honda Prelude was stolen from the rear of the gym. Fairfield
Police was called. After a high speed chase the vehicle got away. There are no suspects.

Town Beat
Maura Parsons
News Editor
Fairfield Police arrested-a male university student at 3:26 a.m. on Feb. 7 for
reckless driving, driving with a suspended license, and carrying a weapon in his motor
vehicle. The student was pulled over at the corner of Post and Beach Roads for driving
recklessly and failure to stop before turning. After pulling the student over, police
discovered a knife in the car. The student appeared in court last week to answer to these
charges.

Classifieds
Summer Nanny- New Canaan family seeks nanny for two school aged children
to live with us at great summer resort. Must love kids, be energetic, love the beach,
swimming and biking with kids, for details, Call Hilary #203-966-9328 or fax letter/
resume to #203-966-0626.
Do you enjoy boats? Do you enjoy people? Then we have the perfect job for
you!!!! Brewers Yacht Haven of Stamford: A full service boat yard is looking for
summer dock staff. Please call Dave M. or Will at 203-359-4500.
Club Med & Cruise Ships now hiring- Free details 800-436-3242
The Wackenhut corp is now hiring Crossing Guards for schools in the Fairfield
area. Qualified candidates must possess a high school diplomaorGED, have reliable
transportation, a clean criminal background and be both reliable and responsible.
Please call (203) 854-4748 to arrange for a local interview. EOE.
TEACHERS PT AFTER SCHOOL CLUB K-6th GRADE ENERGETIC
INSTRUCTORS WILL TRAIN $ 15/HR SCIENCE ADVENTURES 1 -800-2139796
EARN UP TO $20/40 HOUR Sales aggressive student needed to market/manage
credit card promotion of Fortune 500 company. Work your own hours. No travel
required. Call 800-645-9052
Looking for male student for heavy work around the house -within walking
distance of school. $10.00 per hour Call 255-6776.
Part Time JOB! $8/Hour. The Princeton Review is looking for people to answer
phones in our busy office. Great atmosphere. Flexible hours. Call Andrew 226-2662
or (800) 2-Review.
Planning Spring Break? Looking for good airfare? Want to earn $50.00 for 2
hours finding that fare? If you will be purchasing an airline ticket for Spring Break
and want to earn $50 trying to book it. Call L. miller at 203-705-3052 or email
linda.miller@priceline.com. This opportunity will be available for 2 weeks beginning March 2nd.
Summer by the Pool: 2 roommates wanted May-Sept., House with swimming
pool, pooltable, AC, W/D, Dishwasher, 495/month + u Call (203) 316-7659.
PART TIME RECEPTIONIST/SALON COORDINATOR- Immediate opening
for busy, upscale hair salon. Hours needed are Wednesday and Thursday nights from
5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Starting at $8.00
per hour. Apply in person at the Total Look of Southport. (203) 255-9510.

CHEERS
to Wednesday... to late night return...
to Sunday Kegs... to Larkin's on
Valentine's Day... to snack mix... to Bazooka parking... to Rosa and the V-day
road trip... to Bear... to "all in the name
of... to giving security .your resume instead of getting a ticket... to ice skating...to
the "original" Beruit tourney, the champs,
the muffler, and the strong showing by the
girls team... to the girls swin team... to
Joe, Ryan, George, Brew, Glenn, Joel,
Vinny, and Steve for coming up this weekend... to Adam and TH 87 for helping to
house 3 houligans... to high protein latex
gloves... to getting drunk while your
friends are lost... to all you can eat for
$1.01... to Kinney for helping me find the
bathroom... to finding the campus despite
horrible directions... to Foxwoods, how
about another trip?... to HAPPY BIRTHDAY RICK!!!...to Jay and his powerful
stomach... to seeing the end is near... to
Franco for getting in touch with his feminine side...to Bunk talk in the High Tide...
to the blind date... to Altoids and Franco
thinking he knows the code... to Val driving the Spring Break bus... to Tina's 22nd
dinner... to secret early morning visits...
to spending all morning in bed... to smelling like him after he leaves... to M.E.B....
to "grow a date"... to a "grape job"... to a
Titanic obsession... to Ft. Lauderdale in
15 days... to finding a cool roommate... to
the best Valentine-JPM... to the library
romance... to "can he handle the
workload?"... to books entitled "John
Doe, Why is He Still Alive? -he should
have been shot 10 years ago... to pick up
lines like: Do you eat a lot?... to one night
stands... to TREECH... to champagne
wishes and caviar dreams... to good cookies... to old guys... to being better than the
other girl... to being invited to spend the
weekend... to being a TEASE... to plastic... to the beast... to the Norwalk Inn,
Room 227... to being a ho... to rainy
weekends... to the plant... to J. Paul's
entourage... to dancing on the table at
Enzo's... to la isla bonita... to his harem...
to friends who got accepted... to Billy Joel
playing to behind the stage... to Missy and
Nancy... to the ladies of TH 131... to the
ROAD TRIP '98 Conference Bid... to
Los Angeles less than 3 wee"ks away... to
the Pillsbury Dough Boy's obituary... to
the commandments... to people finally
moving out!!!!... to Uncle Bill's rockin'
party...to great friends senior year...to that
funny face...to having less than 3 weeks
till your 21st...to HAPPY BIRTHDAY
PETE! !!...to burning the dough and leaving it no place to go...to that fancy bottle
trick...to spring break, hurry up...to CA

BOOS
to $339 speeding tickets that you
partly don'tdeserve... to finding the "right"
outfit to wear to court... to a broken windshield... to orange sticky stuff... to Burp...
to losing the contest by a piece of desert...
tostuffingyourfaceforpride...to whiners
who won't sleep on the floor... to using the
GW Bridge instead oftheTappan Zee... to
the bars closing at 2...to the fro grinch... to
"it's green"... to pumba after dinner... to
using the speaker phone... to having to
keep it a secret... to having to leave him...
to short e-mails... to having to change the
sheets... to "the gloom that fell upon us"...
to cute freshmen when you're a senior...
to old guys... to hairy butts... to guys who
don't scream... to constant shadows-GO
AWAY... to the bad episode of Sweet
Valley... to" you shut up!"... to the kitty
waking you up at 4:00 a.m... to getting
locked out... to graduation... to never ever
getting a hot shower... to messiness... to
too much work and too little time... to
intruders... to people that just don't listen...to parking very faraway...to braving
the monsoon to get to class... to not being
able to say how you feel... to the townhouse
cats... to not having enough hours in the
day... to missed timings., to having to do
presentations last minute... to not getting
anything done because someone is driving you crazy... to there only pin holes....
to having way to many calls on one topic.
to the computers for constantly crashing...
to cars being stolen... to missing out on
Foxwoods... to getting a package slip and
it only being an envelope... to getting bad
news., to not having a job... to not eating.,
to missing nap time... to feeling sick., to
people who you think are friends and
aren't.... to sudden phone calls from traitors... to bad pick up lines... to hearing the
same thing all the time., to not having
enough cheers and boos... to apathetic
people at Fairfield... to having to do stupid
simulations... to the nasty weather... to
waiting till the next day to clean the dishes...
to Nor'easters... to the women's basketball team for not having any fans... to
pictures that have you giving the finger...
to bruises from the loser of the fight... to
being locked in the kidney, half-time
show... to life being a toilet bowl... to long
nights... to never seeing roommates... to
umbrellas that turn inside out...to
racism...to slow readers...to pushy
people...to late nights without sleep... to
being eternally underappreciated...to still
having almost 2 1/2 weeks till spring
break...to a birthday still being 3 weeks
off..to being ditched...to lacking sleep...to
poppin' fresh dough still cookin (soon
you'll be burnt big boy)

CHEERS & BOOS ARE
DUE BY SUN. IN THE
MIRROR OFFICE OR
BOXAA
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Piagentini announces vice presidents
Dana Ambrosini
Assistant News Editor
FUSA President-elect Mike
Piagentini recently announced his selections for the seven vice presidential seats
on the FUSA cabinet for the upcoming 9899 school year.
Jane Nolan '00 will serve as the
Vice President of Activities. The position
entails planning major dances and concerts as well as
handling
—^——
weekend programs at The
Levee.
"I'm
looking forward to bringing some new
ideas to the activities branch
andoriginating
student programming that
appeals to the whole student body," Nolan
said.
The future vice president of student life, Jenn Reina '99, is also looking
forward to her new position.
"I worked on a class council
branch last year," Reina said. "This is my
third year on FUSA so I want to use my
experience to make sure the student life
branch works more with the students and
keeps moving in the right direction because it's been extremely successful this
year." .
Maureen Flaherty '99 will handle
matters in the inner FUSA circle, such as
fundraising and other administrative duties, in her function as vice president of
government operations.

"I am very excited about taking the position and I will do my best to
keep the branch running smoothly and
maybe implement some of my own
ideas," Flaherty said.
Scott DePetris '99, returning
vice president of the Council on Student Organizations (COSO), said, "I
am excited about the upcoming administration and working with Mike. I
plan to build upon our success this year
and utilize my experience in order to
facilitate an
ease in prommmmmm^^^^^^^^^
gramming."

"I believe these
seven shined
above the rest."

^^^^^~~mmmmm

COSO
deals with
all of the
various
clubs on
campus in
activities
such as May
Day and the

activities fairs.
Julie Rogers '00 will be serving in the newly created position, vice
president of finance capacity. This
office will assume the heavy work load
of allocating the FUSA budget which
was previously only handled by the
director.
"I expect a challenging and
productive year as vice president of
finance," Rogers said. "I am looking
forward to clearly shaping FUSA's
funding and allocation of those funds."
Lucia Corvino '99, the other
returning vice president, will resume
her position as head of the town relations branch of FUSA.
"The experience of being

FUSA adds to the
cable network

vice-president through this last year has
al lowed me to see the potential of the branch,
and I am excited to have the opportunity to
develop even further communications between the university students and the town,"
Corvino said.
Corvino will work with such
groups as SBRA, student beach residents
association, the town police, the first
selectman's office, and the university's
RTM members to fulfill her tasks.
Brian Mello' 99 will round out the
group as the vice president of Multicultural
Relations, a fairly new branch going on it's
fourth year.
"I look forward to working with
Mike and FUSA to help make

multiculturalism an important and functioning issue on campus," Mello said.
As vice president, he will coordinate activities such as the Martin Luther
King, Jr. celebrations and the international
students programs, some of which will be
done in conjunction with the Center for.
Multicultural Relations.
Piagentini said that it was very
difficult for him to make the choices in lieu
of the wide variety of potential candidates.
He pointed out that everyone in FUSA
president Chris Cipriano's cabinet had done
a great job and that the persons he selected
will, "shine above the rest."

Good Luck
on Game
Day
FAIRFIELD

ESPN2 and Comedy Central head the list
of new channels added
Dana Ambrosini
Assistant News
Editor

He said
that
Cablevision
deals with individuals first
and institutions
second. Consequently,
Fairfield had to
wait its turn.
"Now
that improvements have
been made,"
Merry said, "If
you look at the
campus network now, the quality of
the signal is better and it's because of
the technological advancements."
The five additions are an
important realization for Cipriano,
who made them a part of his election
platform when.running last year for
the presidency. "It's nice to see a
campaign promise that started out as
an idea and has become a reality,"
Cipriano said.

new channels

You may notice more variety in
your cable options on
campus this year. The
additions of ESPN2,
Comedy Central, the
Cartoon Network, the
History Channel, and
FX2 to the campus
network have finally
arrived.
"It became a
saga," FUSA President Chris Cipriano said
of the year long struggle to get the stations
to campus. He thanked Dr. Hefzallah,
director of the media center, for doing all
of the necessary work to bring the stations
to Fairfield University.
According to the university's television operations supervisor, Brian Merry,
a big part of the hold up was the need to
make technological improvements in
Fairfield's system before the stations could
be offered.

41-Comedy Central
40-ESPN 2
42-Cartoon Network
43-FX
44-History Channel

„ GMAC

fZfjb FINANCIAL SERVICES

and the

GM COLLEGE GRAD
PROGRAM

For MAAC Tournament Ticket Info, Call: (518) 487-2000
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Security
involved in
car chase
continued from p. 1
North Benson Road. Two university security
vehicles were involved in the chase and were
intercepted by the Fairfield Police Department.
During the chase, the suspects rammed into a
security vehicle, sending a university security
officer to the hospital.
The Fai rfield Police Department broke
off the pursuit at the intersection of Blackrock
Turnpike and Stillson roads after the suspects
ran through a red light at 60 miles per hour.
"The pursuit was called off so that
innocent people would not be injured," Ficko
said.
"The Fairfield Police Department has
been looking into possible leads," said Ficko,
"although no suspects have been apprehended."
Ficko believes that it is just a matter of time
before the males are identified and apprehended.
Richard Gaetano'98, the owner of the
stolen Honda, no longer feels secure parking a
car on campus. Gaetano, a commuter Student
from Danbury, purchased the '94 Honda only
five weeks ago.
"I don't know what to do," Gaetano
said. "If I buy a new car, will it too get stolen?"

Gaetano said that the problem of stolen cars and stolen car parts
is only getting worse at the university.
He said that security needs to take a
more active role in prohibiting these
individuals from entering campus.
"Fairfield needs more security guards and more armed guards,"
said Gaetano. "The entrances should
be blocked off and everyone coming
onto campus should have a reason for
being here."
"Students shouldn'tfeel safe
parking on campus," he continued.
"If they can steal a car at one o'clock
in the afternoon, they can steal any
car."
Ficko said the security department is always open for suggestions from students on how the department can improve. He said that
the department has been concentrating on the recent problems of car
thefts on campus.
"We've really focused a lot
of our attention on this problem," he
said. "We are continuing to emphasize increased patrols in the parking
lots."
The security department advises everyone to report suspicious
activity. However, Ficko urges that
anyone acting suspicious should not
be approached.
.
"Due to the reckless manner
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displayed by these individuals, they
have little concern for the safety of
others," said Ficko.
For now, Gaetano is making
the 40 minute commute from Danbury
to the university in a rental car; a cost
that his insurance company doesn't
cover. If he does buy a new car, he said
that he will still not feel comfortable
parking it on campus. "This just should
not happen here," said Gaetano.

The Great Hall of Bellarmine was the
sight of the 35th induction ceremony of FUSA
senators on Feb. 22.
Rosa Rebimbas '98, chief justice of
the student court, swore in the 32 senators.
Former Senate President Timothy Mitchell '99
gave his outgoing address and FUSA president
Chris Cipriano welcomed the audience and
also provided closing remarks.
Freshly inducted senate president Joseph Giuliano '99 also addressed the audience

of senators, their friends, family, and
members of the university community. He expressed excitement about
his term as the organization's president.
"Our main goal as an organization is to maintain a healthy working relationship between senate and
cabinet," Giuliano said. "The executive board and senators are all
looking forward to a productive session. I know this organization, as a
whole, is going in the right direction."
Intensive Coursework in Spanish
Language and Culture

Senators for the 35th session
Class of 1998
Kerry Capone
Katy Clark
James Holland
Kelly Moran

Patrick Carney
Jennifer Deak
Michael Masterson
Brian Murphy

Class of 1999
Jeff Anderson
Thomas Corr
Dan Fitgerald
Patrick Tynan

Kelly Brennan
Buddy Ferris
David Stallone
Phillip Vigliotta

Class of 2000
Matthew Atchue
Mackenzie Bruno
Owen O'Callaghan
Erin Tiernan

Kara Azzarati
Catherine Lotz
Daniel Pereira
Molly VanderBaan

Class of 2001
Shannon Baxter
Alison Dignam
Ryan Fontaine
Alison Lima

continued from pg. 1
to handle the concert preparations.
"By the time the day of the
concert arrives, Alumni Hall'will undergo a transformation as the committees work to get everything ready," Holly wood said. For about ten hours before
LL Cool J steps out to perform, the
subcommittees and security will prepare the gymnasium for the concert.
"It's a long drawn out process
and we're happy it has finally worked
out," said Hollywood.
"To actually get a concert, there
are a whole list of factors that must be
considered," said Cipriano. "FUSA must
consider whether or not an act is affordable, what acts are suitable for campus,
if the acts considered can fit an appearance at Fairfield into their touring schedule, and if Alumni Hall is available."
"People think, Met's just get
Pearl Jam because they're on tour,'"
said Cipriano. "But there are so many
pieces of the puzzle that must come
together."
"I think that it is great," Adam
Troupe '00 said. "It gives us something
to do."
Danielle Brogan '00 is happy
to have a spring concert. "I'm glad we
finally got someone," Brogan said.
"I'm excited. It's about time,"
Haley Snedeker '00 said. "All my friends
can't wait for him to come."

FUSA senators sworn
in for 35th session
Maura Parsons
News Editor

LL Cool J
to come to
Fairfield

Jennifer Connolly
Gillian Elting
Kevin Hayes
Dan Record

Madrid
Study Center

Courses taught in English in the
Following Areas:
• Europe in the 20th Century
• Contemporary Spain
• International Marketing
• International Economics
• European-Atlantic Nations
Direct Enrollment courses in many
disciplines at the Universidad Autonoma
de Madrid
GWs Madrid Study Center is the only
U.S. study abroad program fully situated
at the prestigious Universidad Autonoma
de Madrid
Application Deadline: March 13,1998
For a program description and
application, e-mail us at:
studyabr© www.gwu. edu

,jGeprge
Washington
University

Office for Study Abroad
The George Washington University
201C>GSt., NW
Stuart Hall
Washington, D.C. 20052
(202)994-1649
www.gwu.edu/~studyabr
GW is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.
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yJohn O'Dea
Staff Writer
If you happen to register for a class next semester and
your teacher is Ben Halm, you
had better be prepared for a different classroom experience than
you might be used to.
Professor Halm will not
teach you anything straight out
of a book. In fact, some find that
taking notes can be counterproductive at times. Halm teaches
with a passion few have. This
passion is what makes him one
of the greatest resources on this
campus.
The key to Halm's
classes is understanding, not
memorization. You must work
to understand what is going on
around you in the class and with
the readings. He may stand up
on a desk and shout to help make
you understand. Whatever it
takes, he will help you understand.

Halm is a native of
Ghana, in western Africa. He attended the University of Ghana
and received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English and drama. He
left forCanada, in 1982, where he
attended York University in
Toronto and received a Master of
Fine Arts degree in acting. While
at York, Halm was the resident
playwright for Theater Passe
Muraille, which was the main alternative theater in Canada at the
time.
Halm attended Cornell
University from 1986 to 1991 and
then went on to teach at the University of St. Louis until 1993
when he joined the Fairfield community. Halm chose Fairfield University because he was promised
the chance to teach English and
drama. He also liked the fact that
Fairfield University is located very
close to New York City although
he admits, "I have not taken advantage of it."

It has been a long journey to Fairfield University,
which prompts the question of
why Halm left his native country. "The reason for me leaving was anthropological," said
Halm. "I left so that I could
understand my country better."
Halm chose to come to North
America to gain as much as he
could both spiritually and intellectually.
In regards to Black
History Month, Halm said that
he feels overlooked. As an African, he sees the world from a
different perspective than aft
African-American.
"African-Americans
are, first and foremost, Americans," said Halm. "We share
the same skin, but different experiences. African-Americans
wear Africa like a flag and it
makes Africans uneasy. Black
History Month is a necessity
because it is like bringing wa-

ter to a dry place. I recognize the
differences, but what defines me
most is being a human animal."
Halm feels that in the
past Black History Month has
been an attempt to just glorify
black past. "It is a psychological
self-intoxication which alienates
others," he said.
Halm feels that to celebrate Black History Month as
separate from American History
is wrong because American History is not racial, therefore, black

^anoOne Mian
Sarah Whitmore
Contributing Writer
The incoming director of
Fairfield's Black Studies Program, Dr. Harold Forsythe, says
he hopes to raise the profile of
the program in several ways.
"We have a long way to
go," said Fairfield University
history professor Dr. Forsythe,
and "the job of Black Studies is
to offer a program where a student must make choices in order to broaden his or her education."
His plans for the program
revolve around three main
goals. The first is to create and
expand the number of courses
within the African -American
program; the second is to
strengthen the general offerings
within the university; and the
third main goal is to add a few
professors to the faculty who

;

J

would concentrate and be skilled
in the area of African American
Studies.
Forsythe is a newcomer to
the Fairfield scene as he arrived
this past fall semester. He is currently teaching a history course
which covers events prior to the
Civil War and into slavery in
1865.
Before arriving at Fairfield.
he taught African-American history and general history at Santa
Ana College in California.
Forsythe feels that Fairfield
may be headed in the right direc»
tion but the school has a lot further to go in order to attain an
acceptable balance of diversity
throughout the faculty. As of
right now, among Fairfield's full
time faculty there are only three
African-American professors.
"One wants diversity and
high quality on a staff, but
Fairfield University must main-

history is not a separate entity.
"It allows you the space to
dance," said Halm, "but does
not join you."
Halm wishes to understand everything, a goal which
he says is either a blessing or a
curse. He must always think
things through, and he wishes to
know what it means to be black,
Ghanaian, and most of all, human. "My blackness is not the
most important thing about me,"
he said.

future
tain its standards as well,"
Forsythe said in the interview
held during Black History
Month. His aspirations for the
future involve diversity and opportunity for students who want
to engage in educational activities.
As far as the racial slurs .that
were recently spotted in a dormitory he believes that, "we must
pull together as a university to
solve this problem."
Forsythe hopes that within
the next five years Fairfield University will continue its quest to
broaden the diversity throughout campus.
"Racism is a problem of our
culture and country, but here at
Fairfield University we can make
it off limits. We must raise as a
community here at Fairfield what
we believe is right and proper
behavior," Forsythe said.
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Students Concerned
Over Custodial
Workers Wages
Carolyn Saxon
Contributing Writer
On Dec. 11, eight members of
the Concerned University Community
Members, CUCM, met with the vice president of administration, Bill Miles, to obtain information concerning the wages
and benefits of the outsourced custodial
workers.
CUCM was present on behalf of
over 400 Fairfield University students,
faculty, administration, and alumni who
signed a statement of concern. The statement of concern expressed the following:
"We, as members of the University community, are concerned with the
effects of this outsourcing. It has lowered
the custodial workers' salaries, eliminated
university medical benefits, and tuition of
children of new hires, and increased the
work load of each individual. We fear that
the treatment of the custodial workers on
campus is unjust."
"We want to assure that Fairfield
University is, in fact, 'committed today to
the service of faith, of which the promotion of justice is an absolute requirement'
as stated in the Fairfield University mission statement."
"We expect the administration
to provide us with specific information

on the salaries and benefits of the custodial workers so that together we can pursue justice for those workers."
"We will not accept or tolerate
any action or verbal threats that will jeopardize the custodial workers' welfare and
security of employment with Service Management Group and Fairfield University."
Miles provided the wages and
benefits information CUCM requested.
He stated the average custodial workers
makes $9 per hour and no worker makers
less than $6.50 per hour. The salaries of
the custodial workers, he assured, are
comparable to other service workers in
the area.
Miles explained that the former
system, an in-house custodial staff, was
inefficient and the university could not
afford to support such a system. The
outsourcing has saved the university
money and increased efficiency.
The information Miles provided
does not correlate with the anecdotal evidence gathered by CUCM. Specifically,
we found that the average custodial workers' salary was less than what Miles had
stated. Their concern for the workers still
stands as they are uncomfortable with the
discrepancy in information and will continue to investigate the matter.

Alpha Mu Gamma, the national modern languages honor society inducted 13 new members and two
honorary members. Students are selected for their excellence in the study
of modern languages.
Alpha Mu Gamma was established at the Los Angeles City College in 1931, and has since grown in
popularity with the establishment of
chapters nationwide. The name, Alpha Mu Gamma is derived from the
Greek letters in the phrase, "Amphi
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Mouse Glosson," which means "For
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German; Christopher Reynolds, Italian; Ann Catalina, Heather Colletti,
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For the Health ofIt
Brian Kelly
Staff Writer
For those of you who believe that
the problems of sexual intimacy are mostly
limited to HIV and pregnancy and that
condoms are a good method of prevention, think again.
Theotherresultsofsex that we've
all heard about, particularly syphilis, gonorrhea, chlamydia, and herpes, are still
very valid concerns. Health experts say
that herpes is growing into an epidemic.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC, 5.6
percent of all teenagers had contracted
herpes, in the period of 1988 to 1994. This
study, released last October, was compared with one conducted during the years
1976 to 1980 when 1.6 percent of teenagers were infected with herpes.
The fact that herpes is spreading
is largely due to education or lack thereof.
When AIDS hit the social scene in the
1980s herpes lost its status as the most
feared sexual disease.
While the public found a new
fear in AIDS,,research funding shifted.
Now the scientists working to combat
herpes are getting little more than apologetic nods and little cash while other sexual
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diseases are getting about $100 million
annually.
The federal government just released a plan for sex education in schools
with expenditures of $50 million. The
program, however, preaches abstinence
only, and what to do if you are infected.
Females have been found to be
twice as likely to get the disease, and
condoms do not do a good job of stopping
the spread of the disease. The symptoms
include a rash on the genitalia, fever,
fatigue, and swollen glands.
Because many of these symptoms are common to other ailments, they
are often misread, therefore, the CDC
suggests that perhaps nine out of ten people
do not know they have contracted the
disease. Because of the presence of sores,
the bloodstream is at risk which can complicate matters in the future.
If you would like further information, or think that you may be at risk
for herpes, contact the Health Center at
ext. 2241.

SHua(fl©afttl

Ankii Radovic
Contributing Writer
On Jan. 24, the first annual council of Student Nurses Association's, SNA,
met at Quinnipiac College in Ansonia,
Conn.
This council gave board mem-'
bers of Connecticut's Student Nurses Association, CSNA, the opportunity to meet
one another, exchange ideas, and do some
networking. It was a great turn out with
representatives from schools such as the
University of Connecticut, Sacred Heart
University, Saint Joseph'sCollege, Three
Rivers Community College in Norwich,
Southern
Connecticut College,
Quinnipiac College, and Fairfield University.
The Fairfield University Nurses
Association, FUSNA, was represented
by Catherine Zambrtto, the FUSNA president, Anka Radovic, FUSNA's secretary,
Carole Pomaric FUSNA's faculty advisor, and Cathy Martinez, CSNA's secretary.
The Fairfield University School
of Nursing is very proud to say that their
accomplishments in the many years of
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COSO Student of
the Month
Megan Loiaconi
Contributing Writer
For the month of February,
COSO has awarded the Student Leader
of the Month award to Jason LaRue '99.
He is a Politics major with a minor in
General Business.
Under LaRue's leadership this
year, the debate team has had many
accomplishments. Their claim to fame
this year has been a trip to Athens, Greece
for the 13th Annual World's Debate
Championship.
They have also won numerous
speaker awards, competed at Columbia,
Fordham, Bucknell, and Vassar Universities. They will soon be competing at
Princeton University and Rhode Island

College. On March 27 and 28, the debate
team will host a tournament at Fairfield
University.
When asked how the debate
team has influenced his life, LaRue said,
"It has made me a better speaker, communicator, and student." He also said
that he has developed stronger interpersonal skills and class participation skills,
not to mention how fascinating it has
been to travel up and down the East
Coast, as well as to South Africa and
Greece.
"The debate team has continued to grow in size and become a prominent fixture in the intercollegiate debate
circuit," said LaRue. He encourages the
entire Fairfield community to support
them at the tournament in March.

NIBIFS<SS

their SNA chapter was congratulated and
acknowledged by members of the CSNA
board. Such accomplishments have been
annual career fairs and multiple fundraisers that allow them to further their
community outreach programs.
The first annual council of Student Nurses Association's president's held
break out sessions that included tips on
fund raising, how to develop a successful
newsletter, running for state office, and
board positions.
An emphasis on getting involved
in legislative politics was the main point
on Mary Alice Leonhardt' s, a law counselor and lobbyist for nursing rights,
agenda . One of the current bills that
Leonhardt is working on is a bill that
involves issues of the Advanced Practical
Nurses and Physicians.
Leonhardt's speech emphasized
the need for nurses and student nurses to
get involved in the politics of nursing to
work on making changes and improvements in the health care system. '

Western New England College School of Law
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March Madness is approaching college campuses across the country. Last year, the Cinderella
Stags were able to go to the NCAA Tournament and
keep North Carolina on the edge of their seat
Two years ago, the MAAC Tournament was
at the Pepsi Arena in Albany where shuttle service
was provided. Last year, the MAAC Tournament
was in Buffalo, a little too far for a bus ride.
This year, the MAACs are back in Albany
with shuttle service being provided. The shuttle will
be provided on Saturday, if the men win their playin game on Friday. The shuttle will be provided until
the men's basketball team ends their run at the
MAACs. If the women are in the championship
game, a shuttle will be provided on Sunday.
A question of fairness has arisen. The women's
team is second seed and has a good chance at going
to the NCAAs. While, the men's team is ninth seed
and unfortunately, their chances look bleak at continuing on. Why can't there be a shuttle for both
teams so that the fans can cheer on the Stags? Best
of luck to both teams ! GO STAGS!!!!!!!!!
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Look deep inside you
To the Editor:
Upon reflection of the
prejudiced incidents that have
occurred throughout campus
over the last couple of weeks, I
came to the realization that we,
as students, owe it to each other
to give ourselves a stable, caring atmosphere in which to live.
The world tends to be
a scary, unpredictable, and often untrustworthy place. The
least we can do is provide a

place within that world where
people can forget about running
in fear, and can turn towards one
another in times of need.
I find it a grave misfortune that individuals can no
longer wholeheartedly trust any
member of this community because of the recent events that
have transpired. Why?
Because the thought of
introspection scares us, and thus
forces us to lash out agai nst those
we do not know or do not under-

stand.
Father Kelley's point
about inward searching is key if
we wish to open our hearts to
those around us. Look deep inside you and you'll find the answer to most of your questions;
seek that knowledge in the demise of others, and it will lead
you astray.

Michael Messina, '00

Don't wait until March for Midnight Madness
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To the Editor:
As the men's and
women's basketball teams travel
to Albany this week, attempting
to win conference titles, almost
all the Fairfield fans will be miles
away to support them. But
throughout the course of the season, most of the fans have been
distant in their support of teams
at home games.
The majority of the
games that I attend are the men's
games, so I am basing my opinion of what I have seen at these
games, but the women's games
seem to reflect the same attitude,
and I wonder how a place that
was once considered by Sports
Illustrated as one of the noisiest
places to play is now so quiet
that you can practically hear a
pin drop when opponents are
shooting free throws.
I ask all the present seniors and juniors who were at the
Fairfield-Iona game two years
ago remember how raucous the
crowd was as fans were chanting
nonstop for 40 minutes. It was a
spirit I had never experienced
before and the Iona coach con-
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ceded that the crowd probably
gave the team some points.
As a fan, this is what
you want to hear, particularly
from the opposing coach, when
you know you have some significance in a game. I am not saying
that chanting and cheering will
help convert free-throws and
three-point shots, but it can make
a difference.
If you look at a few programs in college basketball, the
level of fan support does correlate to success. One program I
notice is Duke, which reels off
60-game home winning streaks
as if it is no big deal. Is there a
difference between Fairfield's
and Duke's basketbal 1 programs ?
Certainly.
But there is something
about the ambiance which will
not let Duke lose. The students
have been labeled "The Cameron
Crazies" as students with their
faces painted bob up-and-down
the whole game. The fans are
nuts, freaks, but that is what we
need (thank you to the fan with
the lacrosse helmet and the horns
pointing out of it during the St.
Peter's game).

I do believe the men's
team has had a disappointing
year, and I am sure the players
will admit that too. But it seems
as though fans are cheering less
because the team's results are
sub par. Is anybody aware of the
results the men's team produced
the two years before this season?
A
regular-season
championship, a 20-win season,
an NIT berth. Need I say more
about last year? The program
has gi ven fans some great memories in recent times, and we need
to show some appreciation back,
even if they are not going to win
any regular-season titles this
year.
In short, I am aware
that this letter is being written
late, but I hope fans can be more
supportiveof the basketball programs last year. Don't wait until
March to have the 'madness.''
November is a perfectly fi ne time
to start.

Sincerely,
Chris Castro, '98
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Fairfield should follow Georgetown's lead
Joseph Marcello
Co-Commentary Editor
"It coerces no one. It offends
only those who are intolerant of the Catholic faith....The board and administration
should address this issue quickly and resolve it in favor of the University's professed Catholic identity."
So wrote James Cardinal Hickey,
Archbishop of Washington, on the debate
concerning classroom crucifixes at
Georgetown University.
On February 20, 1998, it was
announced from the office of Fr. Leo J.
O'Donovan.SJ., Georgetown's president,
that starting this week, the nation's oldest
Catholic university will place crucifixes
in all buildings but one on the school's
campus.
Fr. O'Donovan wrote that "In
the crucifix, we are reminded of the saving
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we
are called into closer communion with the

God whose incarnate word gave his life for
us, and we are in vited to live out the Gospel's
invitation to compassionate love for all our
fellow human beings."
Don'tthose wordsembody the mission of Georgetown, and likewise the mission of its fellow Jesuit school, Fairfield
University?
There are those on this campus
(some of whom appear on these pages) who
are persuaded that placing crucifixes in the
classrooms would unfairly impose certain
beliefs on others, would run counter to the
spirit of diversity now taking root on campus, and would discriminate against nonCatholics.
They also suggest (this is a good
one) that classroom crucifixes would undermine or even insult the great Jesuit tradition
of education. One wonders about the extent
to which they are familiar with that tradition.
It seems that all of these ideas are
indicative of the deconstructionalistic atti-

tude that is so prevalent in today's society and is alive and well at Fairfield.
Those of this persuasion hold
that, yes, we are free to believe what we
wish; we just shouldn't bring it into the
classroom. They posit that our faith
lives must remain separate from our
public lives: that we are free to practice
ourreligion in private, but that the classroom should be a place free from the
shackles of faith.
They claim that the presence
of the image of the Son of God dying for
our salvation would hinder free academic discussion and would alienate
the members of the university community who are not Catholic or Christian.
Is it really possible to do what
they suggest? Can we entirely separate
our intellect from our emotions, our
imaginations, our beliefs, our souls?
To attempt to do so would run counter
to our very nature as human beings.
Likewise, to keep the crucifix

Discriminatory?

On keeping classrooms secular
To the Editor:
Whether the Catholic tradition
mandates crosses in the classroom
Objection 1: Fairfield is different from other universities in that it "does
bel ieve that God should play an active role
in the lives of the students." (Keirans, 212-98).
Obj. 2: "Fairfield University's
Mission Statement says 'Fairfield is Catholic in tradition and spirit.'" (Marcello, 212-98)
Reply Obj. 1: Fairfield is different from other Universities in that it is
Catholic. However, a more striking difference is found when comparing Fairfield
to other Catholic universities.
Jesuitism is not traditional Catholicism, and nowhere in the Jesuit educational tradition is it held that "God should
play an active role in the 1 i ves of students."
If this were the case, then those of other
faiths would be expected either to convert,
or to go somewhere else.
Yes, this is a Catholic university,
but it is Catholic in its resources and not in
all of its teachings. For those who wish to
pursue their faith, there are ample opportunities to practice. For those who came
seeking a quality education and nothing
more, this too is possible to achieve.
Reply Obj. 2: Fairfield does state
in its mission statement that it is "Catholic
in tradition and spirit." However, also in
its mission statement the University considers its primary objective "to develop
the creative intellectual potential of its
students and to foster in them ethical and
religious values and a sense of social responsibility." Nowhere in the mission
statement can an argument for crosses in
the classroom be found. Not everyone's
intellectual potential is to find God. Moreover, it is possible to have ethical and
religious values and to be a non-Catholic
at the same time. If the University's
primary objectives were to make Catholic
all of its students, crucifixes in the classrooms would still be an ineffective means.
Whether non-Catholics belong
at Fairfield University
Objection 1: Fairfield is only one
of many quality Universities in the nation,
those who did not want to be affiliated

with God and the Jesuits "should have gone
to another university." (Keirans, 2-12-98)
Reply Obj. 1: Not wanting crosses
in the classrooms does not equate to not
wanting to be affiliated with the Jesuits or
Catholics. If the equation were true, several
students, faculty and yes, Jesuits, would not
be here at all. Those who wish to keep the
classrooms secular are not all atheists like
myself. Many are religious, but do not need
idols to reaffirm their faith.
Then there are the professors. Do
we oust those who do not want to teach with
crucifixes behind them? Not all of the
professors are Catholic. Some are Jewish,
Buddhist, atheist, etc. What about a professor being recruited? Would he or she feel as
though he or she were free from a Catholic
agenda when entering for the first time a
classroom with a crucifix?
I respect the rights of all students to
have Catholic resources available to them
on campus. However, I also respect the
rights of non-Catholics to be free from feeling as though they should have God in their
lives. Crosses in theclassroom would change
the dynamic of the University from a liberal
arts university to an exclusive Catholic institution. I do not believe this is the goal of
the Jesuits, but rather a few students who do
not accept that diversity is a desirable goal.
I am an atheist at this university.
When faced with the question of whether I
would have preferred a secular university,
the answer is an emphatic no. I have learned
a great deal from the Jesuits. I sincerely
believe that a Jesuit education is as good as
it gets. I also believe that the Jesuit ideals
can be achieved only in an atmosphere that
is diverse both in ethnicity and religious
tradition. No one learns a thing living in a
bubble and when the bubble bursts, its former
inhabitants are left in the dark.
The Jesuits at Fairfield are dedicated to creating an environment that is
conducive to worship, yet open to all. They
have made their classrooms places where
diversity can be discussed and celebrated.
There is already enough exclusion on this
campus. If people feel it is their mission to
bring God to the masses, please do this with
understanding and respect. The only Crusades that belong in the classroom are in text
books.
Sincerely,
John C. Zablocki '98

out of the classrooms and to divorce faith
from academic pursuits would further
separate the university from its professed
identity and render it not substantially
different from secular institutions.
The crucifix is nothing less than
the standard of the God of infinite love.
By keeping this symbol out of our classrooms, what would Fairfield be saying
about God? What would Fairfield be saying about the Church and the Society that
brought this University into existence?
Georgetown recognized these
issues and took decisive action to reinstate the crucifix as an integral part of the
classroom environment, not to alienate
anyone, but to reaffirm its commitment to
the faith upon which it was founded.
Fairfield should do the same - and soon.
Cardinal Hickey also said
"Frankly, I can't imagine why a university, run by the Society of Jesus ... would
have to debate the issue."
Neither can we.

To the Editor:
There has, as of late, been
much said about the issue of crucifixes
in the classrooms. Those in support of
it say that Fairfield, as a Jesuit, Catholic
University, should place the crucifixes
in the classrooms as a symbol of faith
and of unity.
The crucifix, it has been said,
also serves as a symbol of suffering
with which we as college students, often going through difficult times, can
relate. It has also been said that the
affiliations of this school are clearly
known from the outset of one's time
here and that if one is not willing to
accept these affiliations then that person should have attended another college or university.
There is no denying that the
crucifix is a symbol of faith and unity.
There is also no denying that the crucifix is a symbol of suffering. I now ask
the question: For whom is the crucifix
a symbol of these things?
The answer is not everyone,
but rather a minority of the world's
population, the Christians. By placing
crucifixes in classrooms, we, as a University community, create an exclusive
environmentthat binds personal choice
in unbreakable chains.
Let me now name this discussion as it should be named. Putting
crucifixes in the classes is an act of
discrimination. It is discrimination
against all those people who do not
espouse the beliefs of Christianity.
Much has been said throughout the
debate of personal choice. However,
putting crucifixes in the classrooms
ends this debate by eliminating personal choice.
As it stands now, a student at
this university can choose to what extent faith and religion enter into his/her
life. He/she can choose to go to the
chapel or not to go to the chapel. He/
she can choose to pray or not to pray.
He/she can choose to be a Eucharistic
minister or not to be a Eucharistic min-

ister. Students at this university are not
obligated to do any of these things. Students, however, are obligated to attend
class.
Recently, a great deal of attention has been placed on multiculturalism
and increased diversity. Putting crucifixes in the classroom goes directly against
this by creating an environment in which
people are labeled as "other" by way of
their not being Christian and not holding
the same beliefs as some at this university
may hold. At a time when steps are being
taken broaden the cultural and ethnic understanding here at Fairfield, it seems absurd, almost perverse, to embark upon a
course that would only serve to alienate
people and narrow the scope of this university.
In a recent issue of The Mirror
(Feb. 12, 1998), A. J. Kierans stated that
crucifixes in the classrooms do not say:
"Come join the Catholic team..." and, in
measure, he is correct. Crucifixes in the
classroom do not say that, they go beyond
that by transforming Fairfield into a Christian
Country
Club....price
of
membership...crucifixes in the classrooms.
If this be the case, people who are not
Christian would not have the opportunity
to "join the catholic team" because they
would not even be here. They would not
meet the requirements for the elitist club.
Currently people have a choice,
and this is how it should be. Everyone,
regardless of religious affiliation, has the
choice to attend Fairfield and to experience all the benefits that a Jesuit education
has to offer. This university has an excellent faculty and it provides incredible opportunities to those that attend. Do not
limit these opportunities to a select group
of people by the discriminatory act of
putting crucifixes in the classroom.

Christopher R. Grindle '98
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Socialization, not ignorance
To the Editor:
"Stretch or drown/Evolve or
die/ The bridge I must be/ Is the bridge
to my own power/1 must translate/ My
ownfears/Mediate/My own weaknesses/
I must be the bridge to nowhere/But my
true self/ And then/1 will be useful."
-Donna Kate Rushin
We would like to take this opportunity to address a subject that has
become integral to our education here at
Fairfield; one that has been recently
thrust into the consciousness of the University community: diversity and
multiculturalism. These words have
taken on such pejorative tones both on
this campus and in this society. People
shrug with disgust and sigh with impatience upon their mere mention. However, the problem this campus has with
embracing diversity will not go away.
We implore you to acknowledge the
challenge ahead of us, and to read on.
As everyone is aware, there
has been an outcry against several recent overt incidences of racism on campus. The University administration, in
the name of Vice President Schimpf and
Fr. Kelley, expressed outrage and shock
upon hearing of the incidents, and urged
al I of us as a student body and a community to come together and work towards
the elimination of oppression. Along
with an administrative response, students reacted to these incidents with
both letters to the Mirror and a meeting
in the Center for Multicultural Relations. All responses were valuable and

timely, but we see the need to continue the
discussion and move away from a stance of
blaming the administration. We believe
that the heart of any lasting change and
beneficial difference is a focus on ourselves, the students, our responsibilities
and the very social structures on which our
beliefs are based.
All too often, it seems, problems
of racism, sexism, homophobia, and all
forms of oppression, for that matter, are
chalked up to the new buzz word that allows us to shirk responsibility, "ignorance."
Two examples of shifting blame from the
individual to ignorance are: First, those
who claim, in horror, that they were ignorant of any problems with diversity. Second, there are those who say that ignorance
is the root of an inability to embrace diversity. While this may, no doubt, make
Socrates happy, we submit that only a twoyear-old is ignorant. By the time we arrive
here at Fairfield, we are no longer ignorant
as to how the world works, rather we have
been socialized and indoctrinated into a
vast system of paradigms and beliefs.
To claim ignorance is to claim a
lack of knowledge or understanding in a
particular area. In other words, one claims
to be left in the dark. The subsequent
answer always comes in the form of more
education and a sense of enlightenment.
Yet, wty ubmit that it would be inaccurate
and insufficient to suggest ignorance led to
the recent racial slurs plastered on campus.
Instead, we argue that Fairfield's problems
with diversity transcend what have been
called "ignorant acts of hatred." The implication here is that the person(s) responsible
for such dastardly deeds is not at fault, and

that the rest of the campus is free of
prejudice.
Rather, we can identify a wholesale inability to come to terms with
multiculturalism and diversity. As freshman roommates, we neither considered
ourselves prejudiced nor bigoted. However, having now gone through three years
of a University education and life, we
realize how difficult it is to confront our
deeply rooted prejudices and preset beliefs. Indeed, we continue to struggle
with this. Thedifficulty of gaining awareness of multiculturalism and diversity
lies in the fact that it cannot be done
through education alone. For it was not
ignorance that we faced, but the need to
deconstruct our socialization, to examine
our privilege, and to listen with empathy
and compassion to another's story.
What exactly, one may ask, does
this require? We believe that Donna Kate
Rushi n is correct when she says the bridge
we must build is the bridge to our true
selves. In other words, what's called for
is painful self-confrontation, which requires looking in on ourself, identifying
our prejudices and challenging them.
What is important to remember is that we
are not ignorant. We all have prejudices
and stereotypes that come not from a lack
of knowledge, but from the socializing
forces we have been educated under at
home, in our schools, in our churches,
and in our circles of friends.
Once this painful self-confrontation occurs, and we uncover so much of
our hidden selves, it then behooves us to
make the difficult journey towards effective coalitions with others. Bernice

Johnson Reagon warns us that "You don't
go into coalition because you like it."
Indeed, seeking to promote unity, community, and strength through diversity is
not something that can be easily done. It
requires sweat, toil, thought, and patience.
Attending lectures on campus, participating in a diversity core requirement, and
reading a book are all ways to gain an
initial awareness about multiculturalism
and diversity, but the real work comes
from the heart. You cannot read in a book
or hear in a lecture what diversity means
to you (that is something we all must do
on our own). You cannot achieve a sense
of community and unity on your own
(that is something that we must do together.)
We beg you to realize that this
campus has a problem with diversity, and
it is a cancer on our ability to build a
community. Do not ignore this call, and
do not slither back into the protective
shield of white privilege and a cloak of
ignorance. Indeed, there are those that
will continue to criticize and ignore our
call, claiming we are lunatics with no
understanding of reality or society. But,
as one nationalist revolutionary leader in
Africa once noted," 'you cannot carry out
fundamental change without a certain
amount of madness.' This madness has to
come from the courage to turn your backs
on old formulas, it had to come from the
courage to invent the future."
Sincerely,
Brian Mello, '99 and Michael Franz,
'99
Members, Together Effectively Achieving Multicultural Task Force (TEAM)

Will Fairfield be
this year's Cinderella?
FAIRFIELD

MEN'S & WOMEN'S
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS
February 26th-March 2nd
The Number one seed has not won the MAAC Tournament Championship
in five years. Come escort your Cinderella Team to the "Big Dance".
For More Information, call (518) 487-2000 or visit our website at:
www.maac.org or www.pepsiarena.com
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Arts and
Entertainment
Get ready to Skank!
Douglas Leader Orchestra releases their first CD
Tim Welsh
Co-Commentary Editor
"ARE YOU READY TO
ROCK?"
Syracuse was ready to rock iast
Saturday night, as the Douglas Leader
Orchestra celebrated the release of their
debut CD at Hungry Charley's on the SU
campus. Opened by local ska band Short
Round and the B-3's from Pittsburgh, the
crowd was pumped, excitement was in the
air, and the rock was turned up to 11. Over
three hundred ska-hungry DLO fans were
in attendance to support the band and pick
up a copy of the CD but were not satisfied
until DLO had come back out to play an
encore, flashing the DLO hand sign and
chanting "D-L-O." This was acoming out
party for DLO, their official entrance into
the realm of rock stardom.
DLO has been refining their
sound and their stage show since October
of 1995, when they played their first gig
opening for NYC hard-core act, CIV. Since
then, they have played with countless SKA
bands like Spring Heeled Jack, The Toasters, Skavoovie & the Epitones and the
Scofflaws, as well as shared the stage with
hiphop legends RUN DMC. And while
the Toasters have claimed that the band
was "a bunch of bastards," with every gig
the band has endeared themselves to hundreds of fun-lovin', booty-shakin' fans all
over the northeast.
You may have caught DLO in
one of their numerous appearances at the
Levee and New England Day festivals
over the past two years. Or you may have
even caught them playing in a kitchen at
the beach. If so, you are already familiar
with the energy and power of a DLO
concert: up to ten musicians on stage, the

wall of horns, the frantic drumming, and the
catchiest melodies this side of Hanson.
Their CD, the eponymously titled
"Douglas Leader Orchestra" is a product of
pure Do-It-Yourself mentality. The CD
was produced, recorded and financed en-

taken too much time to go through all
of those channels." Singer/Guitarist
Pat Burns concurred, "Right now we
just wanted to get something out to all
of our friends and fans."
The CD itself is a collection

albums, but the band knows that its strength
lies in the upbeat pop-ska that gets the crowds
moving during their live shows. And with
tracks like "Thinking of You," and "Surf
Song," you'll recognize the song immediately as you come to realize what rock (and

photo: DLO
tirely by the band themselves, and released
on their own label, American Standard Recordings. As Bassist Knigel Bergstrom
said, "We didn't even want to bother dealing with any major labels. It wouldHave
been too much of a hassle having to deal
with agents and contracts, and would have

Bob's Theory on the Moon
Swisher Sweet
Jeff's Song
Surf Song
Brocktoon
Dirty Nickel
Thinking of You
Move Along
George
Six

/~-

END

photo: DLO

of ten of the most upbeat and catchy
songs from the DLO set, and while it
features predominantly the band's
older material, some songs, like the
last ^^^^^__^^____
track
"Six,"
were
written
specifically for
the alb u m .
Tenor
Sax
player
and
only
member
of DLO
n o t !55!!!!!^^^^==;:==;!;!=^^==
from Syracuse, Joe Fattorini said,
"Without losing any of the energy
from our live show, we tried to record
a true studio album that could stand on
its own for the music. There's no
flashy effects on the record, though. It
relies solely on the strength of the
songs themselves."
And the songs are all there
on this record. From the opening
onslaught of horns on "Bob's Theory
on the Moon" to the bluesy rhumba of
"Dirty Nickel" the CD offers a musical variety uncommon for most SKA

ska for that matter) should be.
The CD will be released in Fairfield
this Friday. You can pick up a copy at Secret
Sounds on Fairfield Ave. in Bridgeport, or
_^_____________ g e t
them
d i rectly
from
Joe
Fattorini.
The
C
D
will be
sold for
$6, but
on Friday it
will be
avail^^^~^^^^^^^=^^^^^=
able at
the super-low price of $5! (what a deal!) So
contact Joe Fattorini at X7099. (leave a silent
message on box 2, so as not to disturb anyone)
Or you can call up WVOF 88.5 FM, your
campus radio station, and make a request at
X4111.
While the cover of "Douglas Leader
Orchestra" is merely a blue sky with a lone
street sign that reads "END," the future looks
bright for these Syracuse ska-rockers. As
Knigel said, "What we really are working for
as a band is to get to the point where girls will
take their tops off at our shows. We want to
be the Motley Crue of SKA!!" ROCK ON!

The Toasters have claimed
that the hand was "a bunch
of bastards," With every gig
the band has endeared themselves to hundreds of funloving booty-shakin' fans all
over the northeast.
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"Little Plastic Castles": Ani Dif ranco's 11th album
Peter Catalanotti
Advertising Manager
After listening to the title
track Little Plastic Castles, on Ani
Difranco's newest albums three or
four times, I think I finally understand.
The song begins with a scenario typical of Difranco's atypical
life: "In acoffeeshop in acity/Which
is every coffee shop in every city."
She continues with a witty analogy:
"They say goldfish have no memory /
I guess their lives are much like mine
/ And the little plastic castle is a surprise every time." Just as one is
pulled into a state of despair, Difranco
alters the tempo and assaults the listener with a barrage of baritone sax,
trumpet, and trombone. A smile is the
inevitable response.
So what does this mean? Is
life the monotony that Difranco speaks
of or is it funny? The answer is, as I
found out, both. The label of "Angry
Girl" that she is often associated with
is inaccurate. She finds the humor in
our tragic, senseless trite existence.
Pure genius.
So what? Who is this
Difranco character? Ani Difranco, a
twenty-seven year old native of Buffalo, is a fully independent song writing, guitar playing, self proclaimed
"punk-folkstress." She has been brandishing her anomalous folk tunes for
almost a decade to a multitude of
audiences. She learned guitar when
she was in her "single digits" and has
been wowing people ever since. Her
work' this far includes no less than
eleven albums, all of which were recorded under her own record label,
appropriately names Righteous Babe
Records.

If one is able to avoid the "Angry
Girl" label, Difranco is pure delight. Little
Plastic Castles is no exception. It treats the
listener to Difranco's views on love, relationships, pop culture, and the junk that is associated with each of them.
Through the use of innumerable
poetic devices and a savory blend of guitar
and vocals, Difranco paints an eccentric picture of love. For example, in Independence
Day, she writes "You can't leave me here /1
got your back / You'd better have mine / Cuz
you say the coast is clear / But you say that all
the
time."
There is also
something to
be said about
relationships.
In
Glass
House, she
writes "I guess
that push has
come to this /
so I guess this
must be shove/
But before you
throw your
rocks at me /
Tell me, what
is your house
made of?"
Difranco' s
songs encompass more that
just love and
relationships.
In the aforementioned title
track, she examines the injustices that
Lesbians face
in our society.
She writes,
"And the sight

ART GREEN COFFEE AND TEA CO. L.LC.
2057 BLACK ROCK TURNPIKE
FAIRFIELD, CT 0643
(203)333-4048

ATTENTION ALL CAPPUCCINO LOVERS:
Come said check out Fair field's newest Coffee &
Tea Shop!! Buy one Cappuccino and get one free
during "Cappy Hour** everyday from, 3-5pm.
Bring a friend and come on over to our warm,
cozy atmosphere where you can just sit and relax
Of course we make the perfect Latte, yummy Hot
Chocolate and for you tea lovers, we have a
fantastic selection of teas from all over the world.
Don't forget to pick up your Fairfield University
Coffee Card when you come in!
It is always our pleasure to serve you, so drop on
by!!!

of your sleepy smile eclipsed all the other
people / As they paused to snare at the
two girls from out of town / And I said
look at you this morning / You are by far
the cutest / But be careful getting coffee
/1 think these people want to shoot us." In
Fuel, a curious "spoken-word set to music" format, Difranco gives her views on
the record industry: "People used to make
records / As in a record of an event / The
event of people /Making music in a room
/ Now everything is cross-marketing / Its
about sunglasses and shoes / Or guns and
drugs you choose."

If one listens to Little Plastic
Castles and leaves his or her "Angry Girl"
stereotypes at home, it will provide hours
of enjoyment. It deals with the issues we
all deal with: love, relationships, and pop
culture but adds a twist of Difranco's
witty sarcasm to liven things up. Perhaps,
after extensively listening to AnfDifranco,
you too, will understand. This enlightenment doesn' t seem to be part of Difranco's
agenda, however, according to Swan Dive:
"I don't care if they eat me alive/I've got
better things to do than survive."
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1985 Revisited in "The Wedding Singer"

Travel back to the days
day: of moonwalking, breakdancing and dialing
g 86
867-5309
Terrence McCarron
Staff writer
Adam Sandler's The Wedding
Singer" dies more than bring back some
elements of
the 80's that
we all remember
with an inexplicable
fondness,
e.g.
Rubik' s
Cube and
Miami
Vice,
it
brings back
a romantic
comedy
formula
that was
mastered
by 80's legends such
as
John
Cusackand
Molly
Ringwald and has been replaced in the
90s by the more sex-centered stories
such as "Fools Rush In" and superficial
love stories like "Picture Perfect" and
"Great Expectations."
Although these characters are
not high schoolers, the premise of downand-out boy meets perfect match girl
who is engaged to jerk boyfriend works
so well so that the audience might well
forget that we are in 1998, not 1985.
Sandier (of other SNL-type
movies like "Happy Gilmore" and "Billy
Madison") plays the title role of Robby
Hart, a wedding singer who is stood up
on his own wedding day because of his
occupation. Boy Meets Girl: Julia
Sullivan (Drew Barrymore of "Scream"
and "E.T.") is a waitress who works the
same weddings as Robby. Julia is engaged to large type egomaniac Glenn
Gulia (Matthew Glove) who is marrying
her because "she has paid her dues."
Director Frank Coraci mixes

this limited plot with some hilarious allusions to the lost days of a decade ago to
create this winner. Everything from songs
to clothing to cars to TV. show references
reminded us of the way things were.

Granted, sometimes it was forced. For
example, Robby's sister calls up to her
husband to hurry up and he responds: "I am
watching Dallas. I think JR is dead, someone shot him." Even though that episode of
Dallas took place in 1980 not in 1985, the
time of the movie, we forgive the false
context because this movie's timeframe
was more about a. decade not just a single
year.
Glenn'sentireDon Johnson wardrobe and Robby's best friends's Michael
Jackson red leather jacket and single silver
glove allow us to laugh at what our fads
were and allows us to admit we might
actually miss them.
Robby and Julia start spending
time together when Glenn tells Julia to
make all the plans for the wedding alone.
Julia, who is new in town, recruits wedding
planner veteran Robby to help her. Admittedly, the inevitability of this pairing is
force fed as these two are depicted as the
only ones with true and good hearts. This

After more t\\ B\r\ ten jec\rss
Shak :\ov/r\ i still Trucl'Ari
Brian Kelly
Staff Writer
On Friday night. Shakedown
will be making their return to Norwalk.
with a show at the Globe Theatre. For
those of you who weren't lucky enough to
see the Grateful Dead play before the
death of Jerry Garcia in 1995. then cover
bands like Shakedown are your only recourse.
Actually, going to see Shakedown is a lot like going to see the Dead. I
descended into the dressing rooms of
' Toad's Place one night with some friends
of mine to meet the band before the show.
Not knowing what to expect. 1 went in the
door and stopped. There, sitting across
the room from me was a man 1 thought
dead (no pun intended). Dave Frankel
(guitars/vocals) has an appearance that is
similar to the late Grate Jerry Garcia;
from the hair that has more than a touch of
grey to the eyeglasses.
As the we and the band lounged.
it became clear that the band is closer to
the Dead than in set lists of songs to be
yed. For starters, not all of the members are steadi ly employed with day jobs.
But more importantly, theyall seemed to
evoke the same kind of corporal spirituality of the Dead. It wasn't the religious
spirituality of the Beatles or the Doors,
where the spirituality and the body were

separate entities. No separate time to meditate and separate time to be "normal." This
was more of a living meditation of the mind
and body. Put simply by Frankel -"1 feel that
everyone who is in the band now is a good,
caring person." The Dead mission.
He mentions "who is in the band
right now" for a reason. The band has been
plagued by lineup changes - three years is
about the life span of their guitarists. Frankel
and co-founder Mark Haberleld (bass) have
seen quite a few players fall by the wayside.
But the shakedown lineup mirrors the core
band of the Dead: two guitars (Frankel and
Sewell). bass (Haberfeld). keyboards
(Giangreco). anil two drummers (Cewe and
Listig) when the venue and schedule permits. They also travel with an entourage of
friends and helpers, headed by Brian
Earnshaw who manages the technical aspects.
The band currently playsabout 100
shows a year, on Friday and Saturday nights.
They don't do much long traveling anymore
- two or three hours is the most they will
drive to a show, limiting them to Connecticut
anil Rhode Island. And after the members
debate w ho has seen more Dead shows (about
50 for each contestant), it would appear that
some "research" has gone on behind this
cover band.
So if you want a taste of the Sixties.
I will see \ou at the Globe.

fact is not detrimental to the overall
product, however, because Barrymore
steals hearts in the movie and in the
audience. She has the one pure heart in
a world of materialism as typified by her
easy cousin Holly (Christine Taylor, or
Marcia of "The Brady Bunch Movie"
and its sequel). This indeed is a far cry
from the dancing on Letterman's desk
while flashing him we have seen from
Drew. Instead, to paraphrase critic Scott
Warren, she finally has turned into what
we all thought she would after she played
the cute girl in E.T.. Her extremely high
level of cuteness draws you in with every one of her smiles.
Sandier himself gained an incredible amount of substance in this
cfiaracter when compared to Happy
Gilmore or Billy Madison. Who would
of thought an 80's role, or anything to do
with the 80's, would give someone substance? But the wedding singer was
more than the musician for the bride and
groom, he was the one who took care of
the drunk preteen so no one in his family

would know. He was the one who gives
singing lessons to old ladies for payment
in meatballs.

HOURS:
Monday - Thursday
11:30 am -10:00 pm (Nov.-April)
11:30 - 10:30 pm (May - Oct.)
Friday - Saturday
11:30 am-11:00 pm
Sunday
12:30 pm-10 pm (Nov.-April)
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After seeing how well this movie
flows and the success with which the 1980s
setting is greeted, it seems that this might
just be the beginning of something here.
Could Hollywood be ushering a new breed
of film that focuses on the 1980s? Will the
events of last decade be new fodder for
Studios? If we learn anything about the
pattern of Hollywood, it is this: Success is
always duplicated. How about natural
disasters: we have "Twister" and "Volcano" among others. You want space
adventures? "Independence Day", "Men
in Black", "Contact", should I continue?
Seeing how well done The Wedding Singer is, it seems very likely that this
just might have that kind of effect. Audiences will forgive some glaringly gratuitous references such as "She has so much
facial hair, she looks like Magnum PI."
This could be the beginning of something.
Just think, it was an SNL alumni that does
this too.
While Anthony Michael Hall,
John Cusack, and Ally Sheedy, will never
be replaced in our minds, it would definitely be
nice to see
the return
of the roni a n t i c
comedy
genre typified by the
1980s. A.
little more
i n n o cence, a
little more
serenading, and a
little less
sex-oriented relationships
could be
the formula for a
"new" kind of trend in Hollywood. I just
hope that there is enough material form the
80s to maintain such a movement.

Hana^ pavilion
A Chinese Restaurant
80 Post Road
Fairfield, Conn (Exit 23, 1-95)
Telephone: 254-3444 • 259-9811
(FAX) 254-1221

! All dining in rest.
Free white wine.
10% off with
coupon.
Ends April 30,
1998

$3 OFF
$30.00
Delivery
Ends April 30, 1998
Must have coupon
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Swim team outmatched
by mighty MAAC foes
Record times not fast enough
against league's finest
Paul Pennelli
Staff Writer
The Fairfield University swim
team' s hard-fought season came to a close
at the MAAC championships two weeks
ago at Marist College. Fairfield went up
against outstanding competition, as the
talent level of the conference had improved immensely over the past year.
The women's team finished fifth out of
nine schools, while the men came in
seventh of seven squads.
Every memberofboth the men's
and women's teams had at least one
"great" swim, according to head coach
PhilPalumbo. However, not many swim-

record in the 200 free medley.
The Fairfield men had considerably more difficulty at the MAAC championships. Fairfield was forced to swim
too many events per swimmer, and this
made it difficult to achieve any points.
The MAAC conference truly
brought the talent of its men's teams to
another level this past year, mostly due to
the extremely strong recruiting classes of
its member teams. Fairfield's Chris
Warenkiewicz, for example, improved his
time in last year's MAAC by .5 seconds in
the 100 fly, yet he dropped 11 qualifying
spots at this year's championships.
Senior diver Eric Mundt delivered one of the grittiest performances in

the history of Fairfield swimming. Mundt,
who will probably need surgery on both of
his shoulders soon, competed in the
MAAC's despite being in intense pain.
"I'd say the men were only at
about 90 percent physically over the weekend, while the women were at around 95
percent," Palumbo said. "When a team
spends an entire year overachieveing, it
begins to take its toll."
"We were all really tired,"
Warenkiewicz said. "Despite the low numbers, I think that our team's moral was a lot
higher than should have been expected."
"I feel that the women's team did
a lot better than last year," sophomore
swimmer Erin Fraulo said. "We had a lot
of personal bests, and we also had a lot of
support at the finals. Overall I'd say that
our dedication throughout the entire season was evident at the MAAC's."

>v

Come play in the
Shick 3-on-3 basketball tournament
This Saturday at 2 p.m.
in the Rec Plex.
Call Intramurals at ext. 2607
fordetails
S£

Stag Skaters Slash
Wentworth
Matthew Payne
Staff Writer

"We had a lot of personal bests,
and we also had a lot of support at
the finals. Overall I'd say that our
dedication throughout the entire
season was evident at the
MAAC's."
mers were able to follow up their outstanding performance with solid times in
other events. This led to the Stags' inability to score enough points to finish
higher overall.
The women' team was led by
Kristin Conlin, who set a school record in
the 200IM and also had a strong second
place finish in the 400 IM. Another
school record was set by Kelli Taylor,
who topped the previous record in the
100 fly by an entire second. Gretchen
Fielder turned in personal bests in both
the 100 and 200 butterfly.
The women's relay teams also
had some amazing runs. The400 medley
team comprised of Julie Thorson, Nancy
Longo, Fielder, and Kate Lawless bested
the previous school record by three seconds. Taylor, Lawless, Longo, and
Fielder also teamed up to set a new school

The FairfieldMirror

The Fairfield University ice
hockey team played four games over the
past two weeks and saw its record remain
at .500 for the year.
On Feb. 13, the Stags came up
with a 4-3 victory over Western New
England College, but dropped then
dropped an 11-2 decision to Army one
day later.
Fairfield traveled to Boston this
past Saturday to take on ECAC member,
Wentworth College. The Leopards defeated the Stags 4-1 in their last meeting,
so now it was payback time for the Fairfield
skaters, who rebounded from the loss to
Army with a much-needed, 11-5 victory.
The Stags exploded in the first
period and scored four consecutive goals.
Senior Rob Curtis scored scored two goals
in the period, while Rock Dudek and
Ryan Murray added one goal each.
The momentum of the game
shifted in the second period when, after
Fairfield went up 5-0, Wentworth strung
together four straight goals in a fourminute span to narrow the margin to one.
The Stags lacked intensity during this
increment and it was especially noticeable on defense, where Wentworth's forwards roamed unguarded in the attack
zone. But the Stags bounced back, responding to Wentworth's offensive explosion with three goals, closing out the
period with an 8-4 lead.
Fairfield put the game away in
the final period, netting three goals to
Wentworth's one. John True and Rory
Murray split time in goal and combined
for 29 saves. Curtis finished with four
goals, sophomore Kurt Weigand netted
two, and Rory Eads, Mike Shaheen, and
Kevin Cahill each had one. Kris Soffel
and Rob Noble had four and three assists

photo: Sports Info.
Mike Shaheen scored a goal in an 11-5 romp
of Wentworth
respectively.
The Stags took on Skidmore on
Sunday, but could not continue their winning ways, dropping a 5-4 overtime decision to Skidmore.
Fairfield went up 3-2 after the
first period on goals by Curtis, Cahill, and
Eads. Skidmore countered with two goals
in the second, but Bill Coughlin came
back with a goal for the Stags to even the
score at 4-4 heading into the final period.
Neither team scored in the tird,
and in overtime, Fairfield was penalized
on a few controversial calls, and Skidmore
scored with 40 seconds remaining to seal
the victory.
Fairfield is now 11-11 overall,
and 8-3 in the ECAC as they head into
tomorrow night's matchup with Sacred
Heart.

Men's tennis team
training for Tampa
Troy Beaudoin
Staff Writer
Coming off a fall season that
saw them win the MAAC championship, the Fairfield University men's tennis team is back at it again. The Stags are
preparing for achallenging spring schedule which includes a trip to Tampa,
Florida over Spring Break.
Brendan Gantner, Buzz
Coakley, and Brian Stype should all regain postions at number one, two, and
three singles respectively. However,
senior captain Dave "Double Down"
Briones is having a strong resurgance
after being hampered by a back injury
last semester. Briones is gunning for the
number one singles position in his final
semester as a Fairfield tennis player.
Unfortunately for the Stags, the
number four and six singles players have
left the team. Brian Robertson, who
played number four sinlges in the Fall, is
abroad for the semester, while Mike
Twardowski, last semester's number six

player, left the team for undisclosed
reasons.
The departure of Robertson
and Twardowski has left a gaping hole
in the middle of the Stags' line up.
"I guess it's up to me now,"
Briones said. "I was voted captain by
my teammates and it's time for me to
step it up."
This spring break will be the
true test for the Stags when they travel
to Tampa to take on Eastern powerhouses like Stetson and Connecticut
College.
"If we play well, we could
squeeze by these two," Briones said.
"But we are going to have to play our
best to compete with Stamford and
Florida State as well."
As the season gets underway,
both Briones and fellow captain Dennis
Ryan are preparing diligently in their
early morning practices and plan to be
in great shape as they try to close out
their careers at Fairfield with a successful spring season.
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Athletes of the Week
Hope for repeat of MAAC
tourney miracles
Brad Tarr
Assistant Sports Editor
One almost hates to bring up the played
out clich e uttered by Yogi Berra, "it's
like deja vu all over again," but there is
no better time to use it then right now.
For the second year in a row, the men's
basketball team will head into theMAAC
tournament in search of something along
the lines of a miracle.
Don't laugh. As most of you are
aware, it was around this same time last
year when the Stags were able to pull off
the unthinkable, as they rolled over three
top seeds en route to a MAAC tournament championship. They were rewarded by having to play the University
of North Carolina in their home state.
Considering the fact that the Tarheels
could have probably held their own
against half of the teams in the NBA, and
were led by Dean Smith who was trying
to become the winningest coach in college basketball history, the Stags had
their work cut out for them to say the
least.
"We were understandably excited to
play against Carolina. Everyone wants
to play there when they grow up; they
want to be Jordan. They are a school
loaded with basketball history and tradition," sophomore forward Darren Phillip
said. "We wanted to make it a game and
avoid the blowout. At the same time, we
wanted to well-represent our conference."
Who knew, or rather expected, that
when Fairfield limped into last year's
MAAC tournament that they would not
only master the teams they faced there,
but would come within a hair of pulling
off the king-daddy of all upsets in their
shockingly close 82-74 loss at the hands
of the Tarheels? I sure as hell didn't.
On February 22nd, Fairfield traveled
to nearby New Jersey to take on the
Peacocks of St. Peter's in their final
warm-up before the conference tournament. Going into the contest, the Stags'
minds could have been set at ease with
the realization that St. Peter's was the
only MAAC team that actually had a
record worse than their own within conference play. It didn't take long to see
why.
On their way to opening up a twenty
point lead during the first half, the Stags
managed to hold the Peacocks scoreless
for the first five minutes of the game. At
half time, Fairfield held a commanding
33-19 lead over the visibly weaker St.
Peter's team.
The second half featured much of the
same Fairfield domination that was displayed in the first half. The Peacocks
were able to come back and trailed by
only six points at one point late in the
game, but this didn't come about until
Fairfield coach Paul Cormierpractically
emptied his bench.
The Stags never flinched despite the
narrowing of their lead, and when all
was said and done, they had captured
their seventh conference victory, 82-67,
to go along with their 11 MAAC defeats.
For the season. Fairfield's overall record

Didier
Boucard

Page Driscoll
Chantel Williams
Jessica Grossarth

Boucard, a junior
forward from
Laval, Canada,
played a solid game
against St. Peter's
College on Feb. 22,
while leading the
men's basketball
team to an 82-67
victory. When all
was said and done,
Boucard scored 24
points, and in
addition, added
four rebounds,
four steals, and an
assist. For the
season, Boucard is
averaging 10.5
points and 6.7
rebounds a game.

Driscoll, Williams,
and Grossarth who
hail from Devon, PA,
Irvington, NJ, and
Howard Beach, NY
respectively, played
outstandingly in their
final regular season
game as Fairfield
Stags. On senior day
versus Rider, Driscoll
garnered 22 points at
forward, and at the
guard position,
Williams and
Grossarth chipped in
21 and 14 points
respectively.
Together, the trio
combined for 57
points in the Stags'
88-62 victory.

photo: Sports I)nfo.
Sunday Eniojukan chipped in 4 points and 4
rebounds in a win over St. Peter's.

stood at 12-14, and that's where it shall
remain until they take on the Marist Red
Foxes in first-round MAAC tournament
play tomorrow.
It should come as no surpise that junior
forward DidierBoucard led all Stags'scorers with a career-high 24 points, including
a dazzling aerial display of his forte dunks.
In addition to his plethora of points,
Boucard chipped in four rebounds, four
steals, and an assist. Close behind Boucard
statistically was sophomore guard John
Tice, who finished with 17 points, three
rebounds, and five assists.
The depth that this team possesses has
been no secret over the last couple of
months, and Cormier should be credited
with his use of it. Freshman point guard
"Boo" Farrow has been impressive, as has
classmate Leroy Robertson. Robertson, a
guard, tallied an impressive total of 13
points against the Peacocks, to go with a
rebound, assist, and steal.
Only once all season have the Stags been
able to rattle off more than two wins in a
row, and that was early in the season prior
to MAAC play. The bottom line is that
they have to win three in a row this weekend or their season is over. They definitely
have the capabilities.
As the #9 seed in the MAAC tournament, the Stags get the ball rolling tomorrow at 4:45 vs. #8 seed Marist. During the
Red Foxes' inaugural year in the MAAC,
they split their two games versus the Stags.
The first game, a loss by Fairfield in

Poughkeepsie, was close throughout,
unfortunately the Stags found themselves on the short end, 73-71, when all
was said and done. When the two
teams squared off in Alumni Hall on
the 22nd of January, the game was
again close. That is until Phillip blew
up in overtime, where he scored a considerable portion of his career-high 19
points.
"That was a big game for me," Phillip
said. "I'm sure this time Marist will
make adjustments and try to contain us.
I truly believe that they will doubleteam Sunday (Eniojukan) and myself
because we are extremely effective oneon-one, and they know that."

If time permits you to make the three
hour jaunt to Albany this weekend to watch
the MAAC tournament, it would provide a
boost to not only the men's team, but the
women's team as well, who by the way are
favored to win their respective tournament. Now's your chance to cheer on the
teams that represent your school on the
way to March Madness.
"We are going into this tournament with
similar feelings to the ones we were experiencing at the same time lastyear,"Phillip
said. "Alotofpeoplewhopraisedusatthe
beginning of the season have criticized us
lately, and we feel like we have a lot to
prove. Our success was not a fluke and we
intend to demonstrate that this weekend."

GoingtotheMAACs?
Shuttle from Fairfield University to the Pepsi Arena in
Albany will be provided.
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Saturday, if the men win their play- in game on Friday.
The shuttle will be provided until the men's basketball
team ends their run at the MAACs.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
If the women are in the championship game on Sunday,
a shuttle will be provided.
TIMES TO BE ANNOUNCED.
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Sports
Stags romp Rider in
season finale
Enter MAAC tourney as
2nd seed

Michael Nagy
Staff Writer
On
Sunday,
the
women's basketball team defeated Rider 88-62 to finish the
regular season with a mark of
17-9 overall. The Stags finished
second in the conference with a
record of 14-4 and earned a bye
in the first round of the upcoming MAAC tournament. Earlier
in the week, Fairfield dropped a
66-63 decision to Loyola and
defeated Iona 77-58.
Against Rider, the
Stags struggled in the first half
and trailed the Broncs 36-35 at
the break. However, Fairifeld's
offense caught fire after the intermission, as the Stags shot an
impressive 58% from the floor
to pull away. Senior forward
Page Driscoll, playing her last
game at Alumni Hall, led the
Stags with 22 points. Fellow
seniors Chantel Williams and
Jessica Grossarth chipped in 21
and 14 points respectively for.
Fairfield. Freshman center Gail
Strumpf led the Stags with 11
rebounds. Fairfield's defense
was extremely impressive in the
second half, as it held Rider to
just 28% shooting from the field.
After the game, Coach
Dianne Nolan praised her team's
fast break and discussed heremotions toward her three seniors.
"We moved well in
transition." said Nolan. "Jess
gave up some nice passes. We
fed ourselves well today."
"It was a weird senior
game. I'm in denial. I'mnotjust
ready to say good-bye to them.
They have contributed so much
to the program," said Nolan. "I
have a special relationship with
these three. They are three of the
best kids, as far as values are
concerned, that I've coached."
Against Loyola, the
Stags had their seven-game win
streak snapped despite Driscoll's
22 point effort. In the contest
Fairfield overcame a 14 point
deficit to tie the game at 55-53
late in the second half. However, the Stags never regained
the lead.
Driscoll connected on
7 of 11 from the field and 8 of 10
at the free throw line. She also
added five rebounds and three
steals. Grossarth chipped in 15
points and five assists in the los-
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Page Driscoll poured in 22 points in her last career game at Alumni Hall

ing effort.
Agai nst Iona, the Stags
jumped out to a 39-30 halftime
lead and shot 58% from the floor
in the second half to put the
game away. Grossarth led the
Stags with 25 points and Strumpf
added 19 more.
Following the contest,
Nolan praised her team's play.
"We are looking good
as a team. Everyone is doing
their job. Everyone is playing .
unselfish. In the last four games,
we have had more team assists
than we've had in a while."
The Stags will play
their first game in the MAAC
tournament on Friday, against
the winner of the contest between seventh seeded Manhattan and tenth seeded Canisius.
Fairfield beat Canisius twice
during the season and split two
games with Manhattan. If the

Stags can post a victory, they
will most likely play third seeded
Loyola in the semifinals. The
Greyhounds finished the season
with a 13-5 record in the MAAC
and are a formidable opponent.
Siena is the conference's regular season champion and the top
seed for the tournament. The
Stags split two games with the
Saints this year, as each team
won on the other's home court.
However,
before
Fairfield can worry about the
likes of Siena and Loyola, it
must take care of business on
Friday. Last year, the Stags also
entered the conference tournament as the second seed and
were shocked by seventh seeded
Niagara in the first round. If the
Stags can learn from last year's
experience and concentrate fully
on each game, the squad definitely has the talent to bring
home a title.

Casey and his cart
Rick Thomson
Sports Editor
t

About 10 years ago, I had a friend whose refrigerator was covered
with magnets. Although I' ve forgotten what many of the magnets looked
like or said as my brain has become crammed with millions of facts from
the Jesuit education system, there is one that, in light of recent events on
the professional golf, has managed to pop back into my memory.
The magnet I'm speaking of said: "Golf is a beautiful walk spoiled
by a little white ball". My friend's parents were avid golfers, and one day,
he and I were invited along to play a round with this "swinging" couple.
But much to my surprise, everyone's clubs were loaded up on golf carts
as we rode over to the first hole.
When I questioned my friend's father as to why I was being deprived
of the "beautiful walk" portion of the game, he explained to me that his
wife was too weak to walk the course and carry her clubs because of an
iron deficiency, and he suffered intense pain if he walked too much
because his feet were flat. After that embarrassing exchange, I slinked
over to the first tee and proceeded to shank my first shot into the trees.
About 135 strokes and a few thrown clubs later, my final shot settled into
the hole on the eighteenth green.
But the whole point of the story is not that I was, and still am. a terrible
golfer. The point is that golf can't be a beautiful walk for all people, but
it is still a challenging game, and those who are physically unable to
handle the miles of walking should still have the opportunity to play.
Thankfully, this was the conclusion that a federal court came to two
weeks ago with Nike tour professional Casey Martin's lawsuit against the
Professional Golfers Association. Martin suffers from a degenerative leg
disease that produces extreme swelling from the pressure of something as
simple as walking, thus making it physically impossible for him to walk
eighteen holes. However, the PGA felt his riding a cart while other
players walked courses would do the sport a disservice, and sought to
banish him from professional competition as a result of his disability.
To me, it seems that Martin is almost at a disadvantage by being
confined to a cart. Surely it must be difficult to get into any kind of rhythm
after hitting a shot, driving up to your ball, and waiting ten minutes for a
guy to look at a five foot putt from 17 different angles before actually
hitting the ball. By walking, the anxious waiting is eliminated. But by
allowing Martin to ride in a cart, an individual with a great golf swing is
given the opportunity to utilize his talents and follow his dreams.
Apparently, Martin's contemporaries aren't really all that concerned
with the well-being of a fellow professional. I didn't know whether to
laugh or cry while watching well-respected legends of the game like Jack
Nicklaus wholeheartedly support the PGA's stance throughout the trial.
Nicklaus and many others felt that allowing Martin to use a cart would
harm the game by gi vi ng hi m an unfai r advantage over the rest of the field,
primarily because he would have more stamina at the end of matches.
These statements made by the statesmen of the game are ludicrous.
Although some would disagree, golf is a sport, and as such, its professional participants are considered athletes. I'm sure an athlete who hasn't
seen his ability to golf infringed upon by a disabled leg is perfectly
capable of walking a few miles on soft grass in generally temperate
climates.' In fact, if anyone should be complaining, it should be the
caddies, who are forced to lug around fully-loaded golf bags the size of
circus tents. Some even have to keep the primadonnas of the tour in line
by cheering them up when they whine and pout, which must be an
exhausting task in itself.
Even my grandmother, God rest her soul, was capable of walking a
couple of miles a few times a week. But she would still muster up the
strength to put together a great dinner for my sisters and I while my
parents were at work. She even had enough energy to swing a wooden
spoon around at the dinner table when my siblings and I would let out a
few raunchy belches. I always thought that if she cold swing a golf club
like she swung that spoon, she probably would have been one hell of a
golfer.
But what separates my grandmother and the cest of the PGA professionals from Casey Martin is one severely crippling disease. The real
issue here is not who should be complaining, but essentially concerns
discrimination from an organization that is supposed to be one of the most
upstanding and prestigious associations in professional sports.
Unfortunately, such disrespectfulness can happen in sports at any
level. For example, imagine being a member of the Fairfield University
rugby team who is not allowed to practice on the rugby field because the
Fairfield Prep football team needs to practice there. Or imagine being
kicked off the basketball team fordoing absolutely nothing wrong after
three years of dedicated service. Believe me, things like this certainly can
happen around here.
Although he won his case with the PGA, my heart truly goes out to
Casey Martin. For him, golf will never be a "beautiful walk spoiled by
a little white ball". Instead, it will be a miserable ride in a cart, spoiled
not by a little white ball, but by "distinguished", self-serving men and an
unfair organization who will resent every shot he takes.

